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This guide to government

provides information on

how to contact federal,

state and local government

offices and services

Compiled by:

Senator Joseph Zarelli
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Government Guide

Senator
Joseph Zarelli
Olympia Office:
203 Irv Newhouse Building
PO Box 40418
Olympia, WA  98504-0418
Phone: (360) 786-7634
Fax: (360) 786-7173

e-mail: zarelli_jo@leg.wa.gov

Toll-free Legislative Hotline:
1-800-562-6000

Senator Zarelli’s Homepage:
www.src.wa.gov/members/
zarelli.htm

Dear Friends:

I am pleased to provide you with this
updated 2002 edition of the 18th
Legislative District Government Guide.

Government officials are in office to
serve you. The information in this
directory was assembled to help you get
answers fast.

The names, addresses and telephone
numbers for your federal, state and local
officials are contained within, as well as
information on the workings of the state
Legislature and how you can become
personally involved in our
representative democracy.

If I can be of further assistance, please
contact me with your concerns and
comments.

Best Wishes,

Joseph Zarelli
State Senator
18th Legislative District

Personal Phone List

Name Phone Number
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Gov. Gary Locke signs Zarelli’s “Veterans

Diploma Bill,” which allows veterans to receive

a diploma if they were unable to finish high

school due to service in World War II.
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National Officials

President of the United States
President George W. Bush . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (202) 456-1440

The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

TTY/TDD: Comment Line . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (202) 456-6213
Equal Employment Opportunity Office. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (202) 395-1160
Visitors Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (202) 456-2121
Fax: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (202) 456-2461
E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov
Web site: http://www.whitehouse.gov/

Presidential Greetings
The White House will send greetings from the President to anyone 80 or
older, or to a couple celebrating a 50th (or higher) anniversary. Send a
request at least one month in advance. The address is:

Greetings Office
Office of the President
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Vice President

Vice President Dick Cheney . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (202) 456-2326
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20500
E-mail: vice.president@whitehouse.gov

United States Congress

Congressional Switchboard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (202) 224-3121
House web site: http://www.house.gov/
Senate web site: http://www.senate.gov/
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United States Senate

Senator Patty Murray . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (202) 224-2621
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
E-mail: senator_murray@murray.senate.gov
Web site: http://www.senate.gov/~murray

140 Federal Building, 500 W. 12th. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 696-7796
Vancouver, WA 98660
Fax: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 696-7798

Senator Maria Cantwell. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (202) 224-3441
464 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
E-mail: maria@cantwell.senate.gov
Web site: http://www.senate.gov/~cantwell

1313 Officers Row. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 696-7838
Vancouver, WA 98661
Fax: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 696-7844

United States House of Representatives

Congressman Brian Baird
3rd District - U.S. Representative (D) Olympia
1721 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (202) 225-3536
Fax:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (202) 225-3478

1220 Main St. #360
Vancouver 98660 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 695-6292
Fax:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 695-6197

United States Supreme Court

Chief Justice William Rehnquist Justice David Souter
Justice John Paul Stevens Justice Clarence Thomas
Justice Antonin Scalia Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor Justice Stephen Breyer
Justice Anthony Kennedy

Washington, D.C. 20543 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (202) 479-3000
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State Officials
State Information . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-321-2808
Voter Information Hotline . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-448-4881
Washington State home page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . http://access.wa.gov

Governor
Governor Gary Locke . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 902-4111

Insurance Building
PO Box 40002, Olympia, WA 98504-0002
TTY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 753-6466
E-mail: Governor.Locke@Governor.wa.gov
Web site: www.wa.gov/governor/

Lieutenant Governor
Lt. Governor Brad Owen. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 786-7700

Insurance Building
PO Box 40482, Olympia, WA 98504-0482
E-mail: owen_br@leg.wa.gov
Web site: ltgov.wa.gov

Secretary of State
Sam Reed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 902-4151

520 Union Building
PO Box 40220, Olympia, WA 98504-0220
TTY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-422-8683
E-mail: mail@secstate.wa.gov
Web site: www.secstate.wa.gov

State Treasurer
Michael J. Murphy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 902-9000

Sunset Building
PO Box 40200, Olympia, WA 98504-0200
TTY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 902-8963
E-mail: watreas@tre.wa.gov 
Web site: www.wa.gov/tre

State Auditor
Brian Sonntag . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 902-0370

Sunset Building
PO Box 40021, Olympia, WA 98504-0021
E-mail: sonntagb@sao.wa.gov
Web site: www.sao.wa.gov
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State Attorney General
Christine O. Gregoire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 664-8564

7th Floor, Highways/Licenses Building
PO Box 40100, Olympia, WA 98504-0100
TTY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-276-9883
E-mail: emailago@atg.wa.gov 
Web site: www.wa.gov/ago

Superintendent of Public Instruction
Terry Bergeson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 753-6738

Old Capitol Building 
PO Box 47200, Olympia, WA 98504-7200
TTY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 664-3631
E-mail: bergeson@ospi.wednet.edu 
Web site: www.k12.wa.gov

Insurance Commissioner
Mike Kriedler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 753-7301

5000 Capitol Way
PO Box 40255, Olympia, WA 98504-0255
E-mail: mikek@oic.wa.gov
Web site: www.insurance.wa.gov

Commissioner of Public Lands
Doug Sutherland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 902-1004

Natural Resources Building
PO Box 47001, Olympia, WA 98504-7001
Web site: www.wa.gov/dnr

Washington State Supreme Court

Chief Justice Gerry L. Alexander Justice Barbara Madsen
Justice Faith Ireland Justice Richard B. Sanders
Justice Charles W. Johnson Justice Charles Z. Smith
Justice Bobbe J. Bridge Justice Tom Chambers
Justice Susan Owens 

Temple of Justice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 357-2077
PO Box 40929, Olympia 98504-0929
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State Legislators – 18th Legislative District
Senator Joseph Zarelli . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 786-7634

203 Irving R. Newhouse Building
PO Box 40482, Olympia 98504-0482
E-mail: zarelli_jo@leg.wa.gov

Representative Tom Mielke . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 786-7850
418 John L. O’Brien Building
PO Box 40600, Olympia 98504-0600
E-mail: mielke_to@leg.wa.gov

Representative Ed Orcutt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 786-7812
415 Legislative Building 
PO Box 40600, Olympia 98504-0600
E-mail: orcutt_ed@leg.wa.gov

Clark County Cities

Battleground
302 E Main St, PO Box 37, 98604

Phone:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 342-5000
Fax:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 342-5050
Website: http://www.swwcn.org/clark/battleground/index.htm 
Directory: http://www.swwcn.org/clark/battleground/directry.htm
Business Hours: 8:00am - 5:00pm
Council Meets: 1st & 3rd Mon - 7:00pm

Mayor: John Idsinga
Council Members: Bill Crego-Deputy Mayor William J. Ganley

Lisa Walters Alex Reinhold
Mike Ciraulo Sandra Barnes

Finance Director: David Reeves

Camas
616 NE 4th Ave, PO Box 1055, 98607

Phone:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 834-3451
Fax:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 834-1535
Website: http://www.swwcn.org/clark/camas/home.htm
Business Hours: 8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Council Meets: 2nd & 4th Monday at 7:00 PM

Mayor: Dean Dossett
Council Members: Paul Dennis Woody Woodruff

Scott Higgins Helen Gerde
Mary Kufeldt-Antle Greg Anderson
Dale Thomas 
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La Center
214 E 4th St, 98629

Phone:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 263-2782
Fax:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 263-5700
Website: http://www.lacenterwa.com
Business Hours: 8:30am - 4:45 pm
Council Meets: 2nd & 4th Wed - 7:00pm

Mayor: Elizabeth M. Cerveny
Council Members: Richard Curtis Jay Cerveny

Janice Fowler Russell Marshall
Linda Rivard

Clerk-Treasurer: Janice K. Fillman

Ridgefield
230 Pioneer Street, PO Box 608, 98642-0608

Phone:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 887-3557
Fax:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 887-0861
Business Hours: 8:30am - 5:00pm
Council Meets: 2nd Thu - 7:30pm

Mayor: Tim Thompson
Council Members: Brett N. Graham Gladys Doriot

Michael Hefflin Gary Holmberg
Tim Thompson

Clerk-Treasurer: Kay Kammer
City Manager: Randy Bombardier

Vancouver
210 E 13th St, PO Box 1995, 98668-1995

Phone:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 696-8200
Fax:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 696-8049
Web Site: http://www.ci.vancouver.wa.us/
Directory: http://www.ci.vancouver.wa.us/phone/phonedir.htm
Business Hours: 8:00am - 5:00pm
Council Meets: 1st & 3rd Mon - 7:00pm, 2nd & 4th Mon - 6:00pm

Mayor: Royce Pollard, E-mail: mayor@ci.vancouver.wa.us
Council Members: Jeanne Stewart Jeanne Harris

Pat Jollota Jeanne Lipton
Jim Moeller Dan Tonkovich

Washougal
1701 "C" Street, 98671

Phone:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 835-8501 
Fax:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 835-8808
Business Hours: 8:00am - 5:00pm
Council Meets: 1st & 3rd Mon - 7:00pm
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Mayor: Jeff Guard
Council Members: Darrell Alder Garry Alexander

Archie Blanchard, Jr. Rodney Morris
Clifford Johnstun Lou Peterson
Brian Beecher

Yacolt
105 E Yacolt Rd, PO Box 160, 98675

Phone:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 686-3922
Fax:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 686-3853
E-mail: townofyacolt@aol.com
Business Hours: 8:00am - 12:00pm, 1:00pm-5:00pm (M,W,TH)
8:00am -12:00pm, 1:00pm-4:00pm (T,F)
Council Meets: 1st & 3rd Mon - 7:00pm

Mayor: Jim Robertson
Council Member: Kenneth Case Judy Mason

Jim Messer Ronette Tindall-Ellis
Debra Smith

Clerk-Treasurer: Brenda Finnegan

Cowlitz County Cities

Castle Rock
141 "A" St SW, PO Box 370, 98611

Phone:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 274-8181
Fax:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 274-4876
E-mail: castlerock@toledotel.com
Business Hours: 8:30am - 5:00pm
Council Meets: 2nd & 4th Mon - 7:30pm

Mayor: Barbara Larsen
Council Members: Khember Yund Greg Marcil

Glenn Tingree Jeff Skeie
Ed Smith

Clerk-Treasurer: Ryana Covington

Kalama
320 N First St, PO Box 1007, 98625

Phone:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 673-4561
Fax:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 673-4560
E-mail: cityofkalama@kalama.com
Web Site: http://www.cityofkalama.com/
Business Hours: 9:00am - 5:00pm
Council Meets: 1st & 3rd Wed - 7:00pm
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Mayor: Randy Bradshaw
Council Members: Pete Poulsen Iiley Thompson

Gerri Brewer-Harkleroad Kristine Johns
Scott Wheeler

Clerk-Treasurer: Valerie Marty

Kelso
109 Allen St, PO Box 819, 98626

Phone:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 423-0900
Fax:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 425-9807
Web Site: http://www.kelso.gov/
Business Hours: 9:00am - 5:00pm
Council Meets: 1st & 3rd Tue - 7:00pm

Mayor: Donald B. Gregory
Council Members: Keith Lawrence-Deputy Mayor

Jack Keolker Kathleen A. Johnson
Todd McDaniel Alan Slater
Joe Wheeler

Clerk-Treasurer: Veryl A. Anderson

Longview
1525 Broadway, PO Box 128, 98632-7080

Phone:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 577-3300
Fax:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 577-3388
Web Site: www.ci.longview.wa.us
Directory: http://www.ci.longview.wa.us/departments_services.htm
Business Hours: 8:00am - 5:00pm
Council Meets: 2nd & 4th Thu - 7:00pm

Mayor: Mark McCrady
Council Members: Kurt Anagnostou Donald Jensen

Ramona Leber Dennis Weber
Ron DiRe-Day Susan Stockard

Finance Director: Kurt Sacha

Woodland
230 Davidson Ave, PO Box 9, 98674

Phone:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 225-8281
Fax:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 225-7336
Website: www.ci.woodland.wa.us 
Business Hours: 9:00am - 5:00pm, Council Meets: 1st & 3rd Mon - 7:30pm

Mayor: James R. Graham, E-mail: grahamj@ci.woodland.wa.us
Council Members: Darryl Maunu Bruce Summers, Jr.

Mike Kruse Jim Tone
John Burke

Mari Ripp, Clerk-Treasurer, E-mail: rippm@ci.woodland.wa.us
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Clark County

1200 Franklin St., PO Box 5000, Vancouver 98666
General Information:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 397-2000
www.co.clark.wa.gov, www.clark.wa.gov
Courthouse Hours: 8:00am-5:00pm

ASSESSOR: Ben Gassaway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 397-2391
E-mail: ben.gassaway@clark.wa.gov
Fax:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 397-6046

AUDITOR: Greg Kimsey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 397-2078
E-mail: greg.kimsey@clark.wa.gov
Fax:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 397-6007

CLERK: JoAnne McBride . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 397-2292
E-mail: joanne.mcbride@clark.wa.gov
Fax:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 397-6099

COMMISSIONERS: Main phone: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 397-2232
Fax:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 397-6058
E-mail: boardcom@clark.wa.gov

Dist #1: Betty Sue Morris . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 397-2232 
E-mail: bettysue.morris@clark.wa.gov

Dist #2: Judie Stanton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 397-2232 
E-mail: judie.stanton@clark.wa.gov

Dist #3: Craig Pridemore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 397-2232 
E-mail: craig.pridemore@clark.wa.gov

TREASURER: Doug Lasher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 397-2255
E-mail: doug.lasher@clark.wa.gov
Fax:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 397-6042
(Hours: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm)

Cowlitz County

County Administration Building
207 4th Ave N, Kelso 98626 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360)577-3065
www.co.cowlitz.wa.us
Administration Bldg hours: 8:30am-5:00pm

ASSESSOR: Dean Takko. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 577-3010
E-mail: takkod@co.cowlitz.wa.us
Fax:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 423-9987

AUDITOR: Kristina K. Swanson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 577-3002
E-mail: swansonk@co.cowlitz.wa.us
Fax:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 414-5552

CLERK: Teri Nielsen. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 577-3016
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E-mail: nielsent@co.cowlitz.wa.us
Fax:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 577-2323
(Hours: 8:30 am - 4:30 pm)  

COMMISSIONERS: Fax: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 423-9987
E-mail: cowlitz@co.cowlitz.wa.us

Dist #1: J.W. "Bill" Lehning  (360) 577-3020

Dist #2: George Raiter  (360) 577-3020

Dist #3: Jeff Rasmussen  (360) 577-3020

TREASURER: Judy Ainslie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 577-3059
E-mail: ainsliej@co.cowlitz.wa.us
Fax: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 578-2071

18th District Chambers of Commerce

Clark County
Battle Ground Chamber of Commerce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 687-1510

912 E Main St, Battle Ground, WA 98604

Camas/Washougal Chamber of Commerce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 834-2472
422 NE 4th, PO Box 919, Camas, WA 98607

Greater Vancouver Chamber of Commerce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 694-2588
1101 Broadway Suite 120, Vancouver, WA 98660

LaCenter-North County Chamber of Commerce. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 263-4636
315 E. 4th St., PO Box 45, LaCenter, WA  98629

Ridgefield Regional Chamber of Commerce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 887-0703
PO Box 723, Ridgefield, WA 98642

Woodland Information Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 225-9552
PO Box 1012, Woodland, WA 98674

Cowlitz County
Kelso/Longview Chamber of Commerce. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 423-8400

1563 Olympia Way, Longview, WA 98632
http://KelsoLongviewChamber.org

Public Utility Districts

Clark Public Utilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 992.3000
1200 Fort Vancouver Way
PO Box 8900, Vancouver, WA 98668
Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 992-3383

Cowlitz County PUD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 423-2210
961 12th Ave, Longview, WA 98632
Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 577-7587
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Agencies

Clark County
Clark Co. Human Resources. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 397-6018

1013 Franklin St., Vancouver, WA 98666

DSHS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 993-7700
Community Services Office
PO Box 751, Vancouver, WA 98666
Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 696-6406

Southwest Washington Health District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 397-8215
PO Box 1870, Vancouver, WA 98663
Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 397-8424

Social Security Administration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (800) 772-1213
www.ssa.gov
6615 E 4th Plain Blvd. Suite 200, Vancouver, WA 98661

Volunteer Lawyers Program . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 695-5313
Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 693-2930

Cowlitz County
DSHS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-865-7801

711 Vine St, Kelso, WA 98626

Social Security Administration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-772-1213
www.ssa.gov
1145 14th Ave, Longview, WA 98632

Work Source . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 577-2250
711 Vine St, Kelso, 98626

Senior Citizens Centers & Services

Clark County
Battle Ground Senior Center. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 687-5312

116 NE 3rd Ave, Battle Ground, WA  98604
Camas Senior Citizens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 835-3764
Foster Grandparent Program . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 735-8880
Long Term Care Ombudsman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 694-6577
Luepke Senior Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 696-8202

1009 E. McLoughlin Blvd., Vancouver 98663
Meals on Wheels (to qualify). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 694-8144

PO Box 425, Vancouver, WA 98666
Meals on Wheels (volunteers). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 696-8076
Medicaid Transportation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 694-9997

7414 NE Hazel Dell Ave., Vancouver, WA 98665
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RSVP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 696-8221
Senior Information & Assis. Case Mgmt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 694-8144

PO Box 425, Vancouver, WA 98666
Senior Health Ins. Benefits Advisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 696-8221
SNAP (Senior Nutrition & Activity Prog.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 696-8158
Senior Trips . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 696-8236
Washougal Senior Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 835-8113

Cowlitz County
Castle Rock Senior Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 274-7502

2nd & A Street, Castle Rock 98611
Congregate Meals Sites . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 425-3430
Long Term Care Ombudsman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 425-3430
Longview Senior Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 636.0210

1111 Commerce, Longview   98632
Meals on Wheels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 577-4929
Respite Care . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 577-4929
RSVP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 442-2930

Emergency Numbers

Clark County
Fire, Medical, Police, Sheriff, State Patrol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 911
Coast Guard. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (503) 240-9300
Crisis Pregnancy Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 699-5433
Domestic Violence Hotline . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 695-0501
Rape/Sexual Assault . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-695-0167
FBI (Seattle) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (206) 622-0460
Forest Fire Reports only . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-562-6010
Secret Service (Seattle). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (206) 220-6800
Washington Poison Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-732-6985

TTY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-572-0638

Cowlitz County
Fire, Medical, Police, Sheriff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 911
Crisis Pregnancy Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 636-3333
Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault Hotline . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 636-8471
Emergency Mental Health Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 425-6064
FBI (Seattle) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (206) 622-0460
Forest Fire Reports only . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-562-6010
Secret Service (Seattle). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (206) 220-6800
Washington Poison Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (800) 732-6985

TTY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (800) 572-0638
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School Districts

Clark County
Battle Ground School District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 885-5300

11104 NE 149th Street, Brush Prairie, WA 98606
Website: http://www.bgsd.k12.wa.us/
Superintendent: Dr. Shonny Bria

Camas School District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 817-4400
1919 NE Ione, Camas, WA 98607-0097
Website: http://www.camas.wednet.edu/
Superintendent: Dr. Milt Dennison 

Evergreen School District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 604-4000
13501 NE 28th St. , PO Box 8910
Vancouver, WA 98668-8910
Website: http://www.egreen.wednet.edu/
Superintendent: Richard Melching, Email: rmelchin@egreen.wednet.edu

Green Mountain School District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 225-7366
13105 NE Grinnell Rd, Woodland, WA  98674
Superintendent: Ray Yoder, Email: ryoder@esd112.wednet.edu

Hockinson School District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 256-5270
15916 NE 182nd Avenue, Brush Prairie, WA 98606
Website: http://www.hock.k12.wa.us/
Superintendent: Barry Gorley, Email: Barry.gorley@hock.k12.wa.us’

La Center School District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 263-2131
725 E. Highland Road, PO Box 1840
La Center, WA 98629
Website: http://www.lcsd.k12.wa.us/
Superintendent: Charles Anderson, E-mail: canderson@lcsd.k12.wa.us

Ridgefield School District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 887-0200
2724 S. Hillhurst Road, Ridgefield, WA 98642
Website: http://www.ridge.k12.wa.us/
Superintendent: Dr. Mary M. Vagner, E-mail: mary.vagner@ridge.K12.wa.us

Vancouver School District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 313-1000
2901 Falk Road, Vancouver, WA 98661
Website: http://www.vansd.org/
Superintendent: Dr. James Parsley (Retiring in 2002),
E-mail: jparsley@vansd.org

Washougal School District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 954-3000
2349 B Street, Washougal, WA 98671 
Website: http://www.washougal.k12.wa.us/
Superintendent: Robert Donaldson,
E-mail: bob.Donaldson@washougal.K12.wa.us
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Woodland School District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 225-9451
800 3rd  Street, Woodland, WA 98674
Website: http://www.woodland.wednet.edu/
Superintendent:
Dr. William W. Hundley, E-mail: hundleyw@woodland.wednet.edu

Cowlitz County
Castle Rock School District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 274-8311

600 Huntington Ave S, Castle Rock, WA 98611
Website: http://www.castlerock.wednet.edu
Superintendent: Dr. Terry Werner, E-mail: twerner@castlerock.wednet.edu

Kalama School District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 673-5225
548 China Garden Rd, Kalama, WA 98625
Website: http://www.kalama.k12.wa.us/
Superintendent: Dr. James D. Sutton, E-mail: jim.Sutton@kalama.K12.wa.us

Kelso School District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 501-1900
601 Crawford St., Kelso, WA 98626
Website: http://www.kelso.wednet.edu
Superintendent: Dr. Glenys Hill, E-mail: Glenys.hill@kelso.wednet.edu

Longview School District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 577-2700
2715 Lilac Street, Longview, WA 98632
Website: http://www.longview.k12.wa.us/
Superintendent: Dr. Nicholas Seaver, E-mail: nseaver@longview.K12.wa.us

Toutle School District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (360) 274-6182
5050 Spirit Lake Hwy, Toutle, WA 98649
Website: http://www.toutlesd.K12.wa.us
Superintendent: Dr. Scott Grabenhorst,
E-mail: s.grabenhorst@toutlesd.K12.wa.us

Toll-Free Hotline Numbers

Address Confidentiality Prog. (SEC) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-822-1065 
Adoption (DSHS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-562-5682 
Aeronautics Division (DOT) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-552-0666 
Aging and Adult Services (DSHS). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-422-3263 
AIDS/HIV Information (DOH) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-272-2437 
Alcohol and Tobacco Complaints (LCB) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-888-838-3956 
Attorney General (Consumer Protection) (AG). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-551-4636 
Beach Closures - Shellfish Toxins (DOH) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-562-5632 
Blind Hotline (DSB). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-552-7103 
Business Assistance Hotline (CTED). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-237-1233 
Charitable Solicitation Information (SEC) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-332-4483 
Children or Families at Risk (OFCO) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-562-5624 
Children’s Support Enforcement (DSHS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-729-7580 
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Toll-Free Hotline Numbers

Children’s Services (DSHS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-562-5624 
Client Relations Hotline (L&I) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-547-8367 
Crime Victim’s Advocacy (C&T). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-822-1067 
Consumer Check on Contractors (L&I) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-647-0982 
Deaf, School for (WSD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-613-4228 
Dept. of Transportation Ombudsman (DOT). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-368-2559 
Disability Insurance Benefits (DSHS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-562-6074 
Domestic Violence Hotline (DSHS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-562-6025 
Electric Ideas Clearinghouse (WSU) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-872-3568 
Emergency Medical & Trauma Prevention (DOH) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-458-5281 
Emergency Services, 24-hours (EMD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-258-5990 
Emission Control (DOE). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-272-3780 
Family & Children’s Ombudsman (GOV). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-571-7321 
Ferry Information (DOT) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-888-808-7977 
Fire Reports (DNR) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-562-6010 
Game Poaching (F&W) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-477-6224 
Gypsy Moth Information Line (AGR). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-443-MOTH 
Hazardous Substances (DOE) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-633-7585 
Hazardous Waste Spills Hotline (EMD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-258-5990 
Health Consumer Assistance (DOH) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-525-0127 
Health Facilities & Services Complaints (DOH) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-633-6828 
Health Plan, Basic (HCA) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-826-2444 
Hospital/Home Health Care Agency Complaints (DOH) . . . . . . . . . 1-800-633-6828
Human Rights Commission (HRC) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-233-3247 
Independent Living Council (DSHS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-624-4105 
Industrial Insurance Fraud (L&I) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-547-8367 
Information, State (DIS). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-321-2808 
Insurance Claims (INS) (Consumer Protection). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-562-6900 
Legislative Hotline (LEG). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-562-6000 

Telecommunications Device for the Deaf (TTY) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-635-9993 
Long-Term Care Ombudsman (DSHS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-562-6028 
Lottery Winning Numbers (LOT) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-545-7510 
Low Interest Home Loans (HFC) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-767-4663 
Medicaid Information (DSHS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-562-3022 
Missing Children Clearinghouse (WSP) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-543-5678 
Natural Resources (DNR) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-527-3305 
Nursing Home Complaints (DSHS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-562-6078 
Nursing Home Information (GOV) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-562-6028 
Park Information, state (P&R). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-233-0321 

Reservations (P&R). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-452-5687 
Pass Reports (DOT) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-695-7623 
Provider Billing (DSHS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-562-6188 
Public Disclosure Commission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-877-601-2828
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Toll-Free Hotline Numbers

Puget Sound Air Pollution Control (DOE) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-552-3565 
Puget Sound Water Quality (WQA) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-547-6863 
Recycling Hotline (DOE) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-732-9253 
Red Tide Hotline (DOH) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-562-5632 
Refugee Assistance (DSHS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-541-8988 
Retirement Planning (DRS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-888-711-6676 
Revenue (REV). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-647-7706 
Senior Citizens’ Legislative Hotline (during session only) (LEG). . . 1-800-562-6118 
Social Security (DSHS). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-772-1213 
Third Party Liability (DSHS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-562-6188 
Tourist Information Hotline (CTED) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-544-1800 
Toxic Chemical and Oil Spills (EMD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-258-5990 
Unclaimed Property (REV) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-435-2429 
Underground Storage Tanks (DOE) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-826-7716 
Utilities & Transportation Commission (UTC) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-562-6150 
Veterans Affairs (DVA) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-562-2308 
Voter Information (SEC) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-448-4881 
Washington Literacy Corps (GOV) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-323-2550 
Washington State Patrol

“Report Drunk Drivers” (WSP). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-283-7865 
Water Works Certification Prog. (DOH) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-525-2536 
Welfare Fraud Hotline (DSHS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-562-6906 
WIC (Women/Infant/Child) (DOH) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-841-1410 
Woodcutting, Slash Fire Permits (DNR). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-527-3305 
Wood Smoke Information (DOE) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-523-4636 
Workers’ Compensation Claims (L&I). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-547-8367
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Understanding the Legislature

How Your Voice Can Be Heard
Washington has one of the most open legislatures in the country. Every bill

being considered by the House or Senate must be discussed in open hearings
before the appropriate committees. The general public is welcome and encour-
aged to attend committee hearings and to testify on issues important to them.
While words like “hearing” and “testify” may sound forbidding, they simply repre-
sent your opportunity to come to Olympia and tell lawmakers how you feel
before action is taken on an issue. For more information on how to testify effec-
tively, write the State Capital Information Center or call my office (360) 786-7634
for a free brochure.
You can leave messages for your state representatives and senator supporting
or opposing bills or issues by calling 1-800-562-6000 toll-free, Monday through
Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
When you call, be prepared to leave your name, address and telephone number,
so we can contact you after receiving your message. It’s helpful if you are specif-
ic about the issue or bill you are calling about, and who should receive your
message. If you don’t get through the first time, please try again.

The Washington State Legislature
Washington has two legislative bodies representing 49 legislative districts.

The House of Representatives has 98 members serving two-year terms. The
Senate has 49 members serving four-year terms. There are two representatives
and one senator from each legislative district.
The Legislature convenes in regular session each year on the second Monday in
January. The sessions are constitutionally limited to 105 days in odd-numbered
years and 60 days in even-numbered years. Extraordinary or special sessions
may be called by the Governor, or the Legislature may call itself into session by a
two-thirds vote of both houses.
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How a Bill Becomes a Law

1) A bill may be introduced by a member in either the Senate or House of
Representatives, but the procedure by which a bill becomes a law is much the
same, wherever the bill originates. After a bill is filed with the Secretary of the
Senate, it is given a number and, unless a majority demands it be read in full, it is
read the first time by title only in open session of the Senate. It is then referred
to a standing committee of the Senate.

2) The committee studies the bill and often holds public hearings on it. The
committee will then meet to consider the information it has gathered. It may
approve the bill with or without amendments, draft a new bill on the same sub-
ject incorporating the desired changes, or take no action.

3) The committee is now ready to report back to the Senate. If the majority is
in favor of the bill as introduced or with certain amendments, the chairman rec-
ommends the bill for passage. The committee report is read in open session of
the Senate, and the bill is then referred to the Rules Committee.

4) After the bill has been recommended for passage by the standing commit-
tee to which it was originally referred, the Rules Committee can either place it on
the second reading calendar for debate before the entire body, or take no
action.

5) When the bill appears on the calendar for second reading, it is subject to
amendment. It is then returned to the Rules Committee where it must receive a
favorable vote before being placed on the third reading calendar for final pas-
sage. This referral to Rules is often bypassed by vote of the Senate and the bill
placed on final passage immediately following its second reading. Depending
upon the degree of controversy, debate may last a few minutes to several hours
– or even several days.

6) After passing the Senate, the bill will go through an almost identical proce-
dure in the House. If the bill is passed by the House, but is amended by that
body, the Senate must concur in the amendments. If the Senate does not accept
the change in the bill, a conference committee may be requested to resolve the
difference.

7) If the conference committee cannot agree, a free conference committee
may be appointed with power to rewrite the amendment or even write an
entirely new bill. When the conferees agree, they report to their respective hous-
es. Their report is either accepted or rejected without any changes.

8) If the report is accepted by both houses, the bill is signed by the President
of the Senate and the Speaker of the House in open sessions of each body, and
then is sent to the governor for his approval.
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An Invitation to Olympia

Washington's Capitol Building with its surrounding
campus and lake make Olympia one of our Nation's
most beautiful state capitals. The Capitol Campus is a
year-round tourist destination and the Legislative
Building is the centerpiece. Completed in 1927, it was
newly refurbished for the state's Centennial in 1989.
Because of the earthquake damage, the 75-year-old
Capitol will be closed for two years beginning June 1
while extensive renovation is done. The Legislature will
meet in portables and other state buildings during the
2003 and 2004 sessions.

Olympia visitors also can enjoy the Temple of Justice where the State
Supreme Court meets, the Governor's Mansion, the Old Capitol Building and sev-
eral veteran memorials situated on the 30-acre campus. In the summer, the
grounds and flowers are beautiful! The Mansion has been closed to visitors due
to earthquake damage; it will reopen in July, 2002.

If you want to tour the Capitol Campus, call Senator Zarelli or the tour office
at (360) 586-8687. Tours are available hourly from 10 am to 3 pm, Monday
through Friday. Everyone in the 28th District can take advantage of this enjoy-
able and educational destination located just a short distance away. It is a nice
place to take out-of-state visitors, especially when the flowers are in bloom in
the spring and summer months.
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